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Great White Sharks Are Closer Than You Think

A new study shows that these fierce ocean hunters swim
near beaches—but they don't treat people as prey

Picture a great white shark. Do you think of the giant predator
hunting deep in the ocean, hundreds of miles from the beach where
you might swim with your family? Many scientists assumed that
that’s how great white sharks spent most of their time, only rarely
coming near the coastal areas that might bring them close to
humans.

A new study, however, shows some surprising results: Pacific great
white sharks swim much closer to busy beaches in California than
people had believed. Several have even gone inside the San
Francisco Bay, east of the Golden Gate Bridge.

But the study does not suggest that humans are in any more danger
from sharks than scientists thought we were before these findings.

Why? Because the sharks apparently just aren’t very interested in
people.

For the study, 10 scientists tagged 179 great white sharks from 2000
to 2008, to track the animals’ movements. The tracked movements
showed that the sharks spend several months a year in waters off
central and northern California, sometimes passing close to beaches
where swimmers and surfers gather. The sharks are drawn to these
areas by prey, such as elephant seals and sea lions.

Tagging and Tracking the Sharks

Researchers lured sharks to their boat with a decoy, or fake prey, in
the shape of a seal, a favorite shark meal. Then, with darts, they
attached two kinds of tags to track movement: satellite tags that give
a rough location, and acoustic, or sound-based, tags that provide a
precise location when the animal swims near a receiver that picks up
sound waves.

The scientists set up four of the receivers in areas off the California
coastline. All four areas have large colonies of typical prey for the
sharks—seals and sea lions. The researchers did not expect their
tagged subjects to enter San Francisco Bay. They learned this by
accident when the sharks set off receivers in the Bay that had been
set up there by a different research team tracking salmon.
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Many people still believe
that sharks are terrible
killers. Some scientists
are working to prove that
sharks rarely attack
people. In fact, since
1952 there have only
been 10 deadly shark
attacks in Californian
waters.

Want to learn more
about sharks, scan the
code below to find out
some amazing facts
about sharks.
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